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at  a   great   disadvantage   medically,   for  both  were
rigorous observers of the purdah system, and though
there were in Hyderabad many fully trained medical
men, both European and Indian, yet these were not
admitted into the zenanas and consequently women and
children were almost entirely in the hands of incompetent,
unqualified Women, who worked their cures by a combina-
tion of drugs and incantations.   The result was obvious.
Hundreds, nay thousands, of women and children endured
endless agony, dying of comparatively simple ailments,
for want of skilled medical attendance, for, though this
was practically at their doors, custom prevented them
from availing themselves of it.   It has been said that a
Nation's strength consists in its Workers, its Thinkers,
and its Mothers.    Sir Salar Jung realized this, and saw
how great a drain preventible illness is on a nation's
physique, and it was through his efforts that special
medical aid was provided for the women of Hyderabad.
Two of the first lady doctors were Miss Boardman (later
Mrs. Belgrami), and Miss Dora White (later Mrs. Fellowes).
The latter was at the Afzul Gunj Hospital for many years
and did admirable work.   Purdah Nashins flocked to her
wards and in 1884 we read of no less than 3,000 new ad-
mittances and over 2,000 operations among the gosha
women of Hyderabad being performed in that ward.
Since that day the work has extended and there are now
several European as well as Indian women doctors practis-
ing in the city, with a staff of English and Eurasian nurses

under them.

Having considered at some length the principal reforms
inaugurated by Salar Jung, we must now turn our atten-
tion to other matters of general historical interest
The year 1860 saw the awakening of Hyderabad to the
necessity of a better means of transit. Until then the